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Something New
tffl New Year's Day

A little girl lived in a faraway

country. Her name was Bari.

She lived with her mother and

father, her grandmother, and two brothers.



Their house was in a pretty green

valley. Their house was little. A barn

for the animals was near the house. Some

sheep and chickens, a goat and a donkey

lived in the barn.

It was a happy time of year.

New Year's Day was coming. The weather

was warm. Flowers were on the fruit

trees. Pretty flowers were growing on

the mountainsides, too.

It was a happy time of year, but

Bari wasn't happy.

One morning, she was awake, but

she didn't get up.

Mother called her again. "Bari,

it is morning. Get up now!"

Father laughed. "I think Bari is

a plant. She has roots in the floor.

She can't get up!"

Mother laughed, too.



Bari didn't laugh. Bari didn't

smile. She wasn't happy. She started

getting up. She put her long dress on.

She picked her sleeping mat up and put

it away.

Then Bari went to the kitchen. Her

brother Ben was there. Everybody was

sitting at the table. They were eating.

4 Bari had some bread and cheese.

Then Mother talked to Bari. She

said, "I know why you are sad, Bari.

We have no new clothes for New Year's

Day. This year was a bad year. We

haven't much money. We must buy many

things.

"We must buy shoes for Grandmother.

The baby must have some medicine. Father

must have some new tools. We can't buy

clothes, too."

Bari had tears in her eyes, "Yes,

I know, Mother," she said.



Then Bari helped her mother wash

the baby.

Bari smiled, "Little baby, you don't

want new clothes. You are always happy."

Bari was sitting outside w i th

the b a b y . She was thinking a b o u t

New Year's Day.

"Our uncles and aunts and all

the c h i l d r e n will come. Everybody

will dance and sing. We will have

candy and cakes to eat. We will have

painted eggs, too. Now the cold winter

is past, and the weather is warm. New

Year's Day is an important and happy

day."

Then Bari's eyes had tears again.

"This year, we have no new clothes. I

must wear my old dress.

"I mustn't cry. I know I mustn't



Bari and her mother had a lot of

work to do for New Year's Day. They

cleaned the house. Mother made cakes

and candy.

8

Bari planted seeds of white flowers

in bowls. She planted one seed for

everybody in the family. She planted

six seeds. "The flower seeds will grow

They will be new little plants on New

Year's Day. New Year's Day is a time

for new things, " said Bari.

On the day before New Year's,

Ben- painted some eggs. They were very

pretty. The house was clean. The food

was ready.



Then it was time to go to sleep.

Bari went to the barn. Were all the

animals warm and safe? One sheep was

still outside. Bari pushed it into the

barn. "Tomorrow is New Year's Day,

Now it is late. Go into the barn!"

Bari called the sheep in a loud

voice. The sheep didn't like her loud

voice. The sheep put its ears back. It

was afraid. It made a little sound.

"Baaaaaaaaa"

Then Bari talked in a quiet voice.

She said, "What's the matter with you,

little sheep? Are you sick? Are you

sad, too?"

11



Bari closed the barn door. She

went to her room. She put her sleeping

mat on the floor. She put her head down

and closed her eyes.

Bari didn't sleep. She was thinking.

Then Bari sat up. What was that

sound? The sheep was making that sound.

"Is the little sheep sick?" Bari was

thinking.

"I talked to it in a. loud voice.

I must go and see our sad little sheep."

12

Bari went to the barn. The moon

was shining on the little sheep. The

moon was shining on a new baby lamb,

too!

13



Bari said, "Oh, look!"

She jumped up and went to get her

father and mother.

"Come and see! Come and see,

everybody! "

Father and Mother, Grandmother,

and Ben went to the barn with Bari.

They watched the little baby lamb.

It was pretty and soft. It was standing

next to its mother. Then it started

falling. It made a little sound. The

lamb's mother stayed near it.

"What a surprise," said Father.

"Our New Year's gift is a baby lamb!"

Bari laughed. "Everybody can see

| our new lamb on New Year's Day. The
I

lamb can be our "something new" for

New Year's!"

15
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Ota has no brothers or sisters.

She has a father. She has a mother.

The winter is very cold. Ota's father

and mother will help her stay w a r m .

They will bring her fish to eat. They

will bring fish from the ocean. The

18 ocean is many miles away.

One day, Ota was playing with

some young penguins. They were playing

a game. They were playing "Follow the

Leader." They were sliding in the snow.

The young penguins had a lot of fun.

19



Then it was night. It was dark

and cold. Ota wanted her father and

mother. She was tired and hungry.

She looked and looked. She saw a big

penguin. Was that her father? She

walked to him. She was standing close

to him. The big penguin hit her with

his wing. He was angry! He wasn't

20 her father.

Where was her father? Where was

her mother? Ota looked and looked.

She didn't see them. Ota started singing

a song. Penguins can call their families

and friends. They can sing.

Ota's song said, "Please help me,

Father. Mother! Please help me."

Ota's mother was listening. She

was listening to Ota's song. Then Ota's

mother came. She helped Ota stay warm.

She gave Ota some fish to eat.

Ota was very happy.

.-
21



Ota played with the young penguins

every day. Ota was growing. She was

eating a lot of fish every day.

Then all the fathers went away.

They went to the ocean. Ota's father

went away, too. He went to the ocean,

too. He traveled many miles. He

wanted more fish for Ota. He stayed

at the ocean a long time. He wanted

a lot of fish.

Ota stayed at home with her mother.

All the young penguins stayed with their

mothers.

Then bad weather came. A big

storm came. Penguins know about storms.

They know it gets very cold. They know

the wind blows. They know there is a

lot of snow. All the penguins must stand

close together. They want to stay warm.

All the young penguins and the

mother penguins were standing close together.

Ota was standing on her mother's feet.

She was warm,
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Ota was sliding in the snow. She

went very fast. She went very far.

Then she stopped sliding. Where were

the penguins? Ota didn't see her

friends. She was lost. She was cold

and hungry. Ota started singing her

song. She was singing, "Please h e l p

me. Please look for me. Father!"

The mother penguins didn't hear

her song. Ota was far away from them.

The young penguins didn't hear Ota's

song. Ota was far away. The father

penguins didn't hear Ota's song. They

were far away. They were still at the

26 ocean.

Ota started walking. She didn't

know where to go. Ota wanted her

father. She walked and walked. She

didn't see the penguins. It was dark.

Ota was very tired. She closed her

eyes. She was thinking, "I want to go

to sleep." 27



28

It was morning. Ota was still

hungry. She s t a r t e d walking a g a i n

She walked on ice. She walked on

snow. She climbed o v e r big r o c k s .

She walked many days. She was very

tired.

Then another storm came. Ota

made a hole in the snow. She climbed

into the hole. The wind was blowing,

It was snowing. It was cold. Ota stayed

in the hole four hours. Then the storm

stopped. It was not a bad storm.

The sun was shining. Ota climbed

out of her hole. She looked at the sun.

She was happy.

Ota stopped and listened! What

was that sound? It was not the w i n d .

Then she smelled something different.

What was it?

Ota was excited! She climbed

over a hill. What was that sound? What

did she smell? 29



30

Ota started singing a song,

was singing, "I am coming. I'm tired.

I'm hungry. I'm excited, too. What am

I hearing? What am I smell ing?"

Then Ota listened to another sound!

A penguin was singing! Ota was very

excited. She climbed over another hill.

She saw the ocean! She saw her father!

He was singing a happy song. He

was happy to see Ota. He had a lot of

fish for her. Ota was very happy. She

started singing a happy penguin song!

'I
1
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Igu looked up at the sky. The

"

sun was shining. Some dark clouds were

in the west. Igu was glad. "We need

rain/1 she said. "There isn't much

water in the swamp now. We need more

water for fish and plants. Little fish

and plants are food for me!

Igu turned and started swimming

to the deep water. She wanted some

water plants to eat.

Igu was safe in her shining brown

shell. Her webbed feet pushed her in

the water. She was slow and lazy. She

was swimming far from home. Igu came

to some water plants. She was glad to

see them. She liked water plants.

Then Igu started swimming to the

shore. She crawled up into the wet mud.

"Mmmmmmmmmmm, the sun is warm," she

said.

34 1



Igu didn't know somebody was

watching her. A wild dog was walking

to the swamp. The dog was hot and hungry.

He wanted a drink of water, too. He was

going to the swamp to get water.

He saw Igu. He was hungry, but

he didn't know much about tortoises. "Is

that thing good to eat?" the dog was

thinking. Igu wasn't afraid. She had a hard

shell. "That animal can't hurt me," she

said. She started pulling her legs, head

and tail into her shell. The wild dog

jumped on her thai- minute! The wild

dog made a loud noise. He picked Igu

up in his teeth. He jumped around. Then

Igu was afraid! 37
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Igu was safe, but she was hurt.

She was on her back. Her leg hurt. She

was tired. She didn't turn over. She

stayed on her back for a long time. The

sun was very hot. "I must turn over.

I must get in the water," she said.

Igu stayed on her back. She was

very tired.

"Why didn't I stay in the water?

Why did 1 come here? This is far from

my home. Now I think I will die!"

40

Then the night came. Igu closed

her eyes.

She was sleeping for three hours.

Then she was awake. "What is that

loud noise?"

The loud noise was thunder. Then

rain drops started falling. Igu was very

glad. 41



"I can swim! I can swim!"

Igu started swimming back to her

home. "I must not go far from home again.

The wild dog didn't eat me. I am very

glad. I'll always stay home. I'll never

go far away again."

Then more and more rain came.

More and more water was in the swamp.

The swamp water came up around Igu.

The water came up around her and she

turned over!

42 43



Sola was carrying a lot of shells.

He was carrying the shells to his mother.

He was walking fast.

"Here are more shells, Mother,"

he said. Sola put the shells on the

mat. Mother was making ulas. She had

six ulas. She was making more!

One ula had brown cowrie shells.

One ula had snail shells. Three ulas

had little gray shells. The last ula had

some yellow seeds and white clam shells.

All the ulas were pretty. Sola liked

holding them and looking at them.

45



Mother started making the seventh

ula. She had some fishing line. She

had a lot of shells. She put a shell on

a big rock. Mother picked a little piece

of metal up. The piece of metal had a

sharp point. She put the sharp point on

the shell. Then she made a hole in the

shell. She made it with the sharp point.

She made a little hole. She made

another little hole in the shell. Then the

shell was ready for an ula.

46

Mother made two little holes in

each shell. She made the seventh ula

She wanted ten ulas. She made the

eighth, ninth and tenth ulas.

"Now we have ten ulas. We can

take these ulas to the market/1 she said.

"We can sell them."

47



Sola was sitting w i t h h i s

grandfather. Sola said, "We can get

money for the ulas. Then we can buy

a lot of things at the market."

Grandfather said, "Look at these

yellow cowries. A long time ago, yellow

cowries were money. We can't buy

things with them now."

"They were money!" said Sola.

"I didn't know they were money. I

have a lot of yellow cowries. We can't

buy things with them now."

Sola went back to the beach.

He looked for yellow cowries. He

made a heap of yellow cowries. Then

Sola was tired. He went to sleep on the

sand.

48 49



Said had a dream. He dreamed

about yellow cowries. He dreamed yellow

cowries were money„

This was his dream.

50

Sola picked a big basket of

money cowries up. His mother was

carrying a basket. His sister and his

friend loane had baskets of yellow cowries,

too.

They started walking to the market.

"What can we buy with our cowries?" asked

loane. 51



Mother said, "We can buy a lot

of cloth. Then I can sew clothes for

us.

Sola's sister was Malia. She

said, "We can buy a ukulele. Then we

can have music and singing."

loane said, "I have an idea! Let's

buy a paopao. Then we can go fishing

in the paopao. We can have rides for

fun in the paopao."

Sola said, "We can go to another

island! We can go far away!"

They saw an old man with a paopao.

"Will you sell your paopao to us?"

Sola asked.

"I will sell the paopao. You

must give me all your money cowries."

52 53
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"Where are we going?" asked loane.

"We're going to another island."

Sola pointed to the west. "It's that

way/' he said.

"I don't think it's that w a y , "

said loane. "We must go east."

The boys looked at each other.

"Is it far away?" asked loane.

"I don't know," answered Sola.

"We have no food," said loane.

"We have no water," said Sola.

"We didn't plan our trip. You had a

good idea, but we didn't plan."

Then water started coming into

the paopao!

"Now we are in trouble!" said

loane.
56 57



Sola was still sleeping on the sand.

Water was coming up on the sand. His

feet were wet. He opened his eyes. He

was awake.

"I had a dream!" he laughed. "I

want to tell Grandfather about my dream."

Sola picked his shells up and

put them in his basket. He walked

home. He told Grandfather and Mother

about his dream.
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Mother was ready to go to the

market. She had ten ulas. Sola said,

"You can sell your ulas, Mother. Then

you will have some money. You can buy

cloth. I have some work to do. I want

to help Malia make a ukulele. We can

make one with coconut shells and some

fishing line. Then I will look for loane.

I want to make a paopao. loane can

help me."

•-.">''".-,

' < .
. '.* V

«, *• *>

^i,-- ',' ™

*;::^^v\ /<!-*' " ' * '*/'*
•• . > • • •'^"'•' s'^.t>/.-
> • • ; « ; ; • ; v i v i - j v ; , /

"Grandfather," said Sola, "we

can have all the things in my dream.

We have no money cowries, but we can

work. We can make things. We can

make a paopao!"

Grandfather laughed, "I'll help

you plan your next trip!"
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